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An educational nonprofit promoting multilingualism, equity and social justice in communities 

 
 
 
 
October 8, 2021 
 
Dear Senator Rodrigues, Senator Friedman and other members of the Senate Ways and Means Committee, 
 
On behalf of the Multistate Association for Bilingual Education's (MABE) and the Coalition for Equity, Diversity 
and Disability (CEDD), a coalition formed for interdisciplinary collaboration to address the needs of linguistically 
and culturally diverse students with disabilities and their families, we would like to express support of the proposal 
put forth by the Massachusetts Advocacy for Children of allocating $750,000 for 5 years ($3.75M total) to create a 
structure necessary to build a critical mass of trained and qualified school interpreters and translators.  We agree 
that this proposal would help establish a long-awaited statewide training system and workforce development 
opportunity (H.3979/SB S.2494, An Act relative to the training, assessment, and assignment of qualified school 
interpreters in educational settings.) that will meet the demand for qualified school interpreters and translators 
without ARPA funding.  Due to the requirements of the federal and state special education laws to provide 
translations of key documents, we believe it is critical to expand the structure of trained qualified interpreters to 
include trained qualified translators. Translators replace written messages in one language with the same messages 
in another language, while interpreters convert messages from one language to another orally. In the meantime, the 
use of ARPA funds to develop a system for training qualified school interpreters and translators will address the 
immediate needs of COVID-19 inequities.   
	
MABE and the CEDD are committed to the view that access to oral and written language access is essential to 
ensure meaningful family engagement and address the widening achievement and opportunity gaps.  This proposal 
is consistent with the unanimous recommendations of the 2019 DESE-led Task Force formed (and of which 
MABE and CEDD were members of) pursuant to § 81, ch. 154 of the acts of 2018 regarding the training and 
credentialing of school interpreters and translators. Task Force members recommended the following: 

● Establishment of a tiered system for training, assessment, and determining the qualifications of school 
interpreters and translators, 

● Development of an effective, comprehensive school interpreter and translator training curriculum, and  
● Provision of statewide school interpreter and translator training. 

 
Funding for school interpreter and translator training is important now and in the future for many reasons. Nearly 
30% of students (and growing) across the state are from families whose first language is not English.1 Over 50% of 
students with disabilities are from diverse backgrounds.2 Despite federal and state laws that require trained 
interpreters and translators, families of English learners (EL) and students with disabilities (SWD) continue to face 
significant barriers communicating with their children’s school and receiving quality translated materials, including 
the annual Individualized Education Program (IEP). English learners, students with disabilities and their families 
have been disproportionately impacted by the pandemic and face widening opportunity and achievement gaps.3 
Culturally responsive parent engagement has long been recognized as key to addressing persistent learning gaps, 
achieving successful educational outcomes, and this will be essential to ensuring that students overcome barriers to  
 

 
1 2020-21	data	from	MA	DESE	enrollment	by	special	populations	report.		Found	at:	
https://www.doe.mass.edu/infoservices/reports/enroll/default.html?yr=2021	
 
2 https://sites.ed.gov/idea/osep-fast-facts-race-and-ethnicity-of-children-with-disabilities-served-under-idea-part-b/ 
3 Julie	Sugarman	&	Melissa	Lazarín,	Educating	English	Learners	during	the	Covid-19	Pandemic:	Policy	Ideas	for	States	and	School	
Districts,	Migration	Policy	Institute:	National	Center	on	Immigrant	Integration	Policy	1,	1	(Sept.	2020),	
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/mpi-english-learners-covid-19-final.pdf;	Office	for	Civil	Rights,	
Education	in	a	Pandemic:	The	Disparate	Impacts	of	COVID-19	on	America’s	Students	1,	20-21	(2021),	
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/20210608-impacts-of-covid19.pdf.	
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learning exacerbated by the pandemic.4 

 

We agree with MAC that communities hardest-hit by the COVID-19 pandemic, as identified by the Governor and 
the Department of Public Health,5 should be the first and highest priority. Other regional urban “Gateway” cities 
should be next in line.6 

 
With this recommended use of funds, the development and implementation of a district-wide system for trained 
qualified school interpreters and translators will ensure compliance with federal and state special education law as 
well as with the implementation of culturally responsive parent engagement.  Districts, with the highest 
percentages of diverse students hit especially hard from the COVID-19 pandemic, will then be strengthened with 
structures to allow them to be in compliance with legal requirements and engage in best practices that diminish 
barriers to student learning and barriers to communicating and collaborating with families. 
 
We thank you for your attention to this important matter. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Phyllis Hardy, Executive Director, MABE, Ashland, MA 
Maria Wilson-Portuondo, Retired Bilingual Special Educator, MABE, Newton, MA 
Patricia Landurand, Retired Bilingual Special Educator, MABE, Marlborough, MA 
Lusa Lo, Associate Professor, UMASS Boston, Braintree, MA 
Joni Magee, ESL Teacher, Needham Public School, Franklin, MA 
Sara Niño, Instructor, Lasell University, MA 
Claudia Rinaldi, Professor and Chair, Lasell University, Newton, MA 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
4 Catherine	Jacques	&	Alma	Villegas,	Strategies	for	Equitable	Family	Engagement,	State	Support	Network	1,	2	(Dec.	2018),	
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2020/10/equitable_family_engag_508.pdf;	Impact	of	Family	Engagement,	Youth.Gov,	
https://youth.gov/youth-topics/impact-family-engagement. 
5 Baker-Polito	Administration	launches	targeted	outreach	initiative	in	20	hardest	hit	communities	to	increase	equity	in	COVID-19	
vaccine	awareness	and	access;	$1m	to	support	vaccination	in	historically	underserved	communities	|	Mass.gov 
6 Mass.	Gen.	Laws	Ann.	ch.23A	§3A	(defining	“Gateway	municipalities”) 


